
Vibrant Waterfront, Livable City! 





At some point in this talk, most of 
you will be thinking the 8 most 
unhelpful words in the english 
language… 



“We could never do that 
in our city!” 











  Housing Affordability   
 

  Rising Costs of Energy 

Climate Change 
 

  Aging Population 
 

  Public Health 
 
   Loss of Civic Identity 
   

A Convergence of Issues, with great city-building 
as an answer! 











Seniors, Couples, Singles, and  
Lots of Families choosing urban living! 



A context of  
successful city-making! Most Livable 

Most Healthy 
Most Reputable 
Most Visitable 
 
Top Green City 
Top Innovation City 
Top Walking City 
Top Transit City 
Top Biking City 
Top Coffee City 
Top Beach City 
 
Economically 
Successful City! 
 
 





The Goal: A Complete downtown & waterfront. 
(Sustainable, resilient, livable, healthy, vibrant…) 



Our waterfront: A series of experiments 
 



The most important decision we ever made! 

The public says no to highways 









The Goal: A Complete downtown and waterfront 
(Sustainable, resilient, livable, healthy, vibrant…) 



False Creek South 









False Creek North 



Coal Harbour 
 



2003 

          False Creek North from the South Shore (Charleson Park) 
1983 



South East False Creek + the Olympic Village 



South East False Creek + the Olympic Village 







Olympic Village 



Olympic Village Public Realm 



Habitat Island 



Evaporative Cooling 

Stack Effect 
Cross 
Ventilation 

Environmental Best Practices 



Shading 

Light 
Access 

Environmental	  Best	  Prac1ces	  



Environmental Best Practices 

ROOF GARDEN 

RAINWATER 
GARDEN 

POND 

CISTERN 



Environmental Best Practices 



Environmental	  Best	  Prac1ces	  





Have integrated two… 
 

Land Use Transportation 

Energy 

now working on three 
 



Dockside Green, Victoria 



Learning from International Best practices  
At EVERY Scale! 































Density done well: 
Land use and movement aligned 
 





Vancouver’s  Movement Modes, Prioritized 

#1 
#2 

#3 
#4 

#5 



•  Density, mix + design 
make active modes work 

•  Low density, separated 
uses make active modes 
unworkable 

•  Its not just density. Its 
density done well. There 
IS such a thing as dumb 
density. 

The Best Transportation Plan is a  
GREAT LAND USE PLAN! 
 



More trips, fewer cars Since the  
'97 Plan 



How have additional trips been accommodated? Since the  
'97 Plan 



Done well, Density uses “the power of nearness” 



Walking infrastructure: 
horizontal AND vertical 



Designing an artful mix at “eye-level” 











#AucklandWalkland 





Biking is an extension of walking! 
Still a form of nearness… 
 



New separated bike lanes are 
key to higher bike share 
 



Where we WANT to be - Biking is MORE than just moving 
people. Culture, Texture, Place! 



Bikes support Place-Making! 
 





We’re not at 8-80  
+ not enough women riders yet! 







Even Transit on Water… 







“A car that’s parked but not 
used still adds to our carbon 
footprint.” 



Density done well: 
Consistently high design quality 



City design starts with waterfront design 







Height is just a design challenge… 
 







Density done well: 
Amenities and Diversity make density enjoyable! 



Our beaches are our squares… 



Amenities support public life and place-making 



Our parks, through development… 



Our squares, through development… 



Olympics Testing our Future 



Big Moves False Creek Bridges 



Big Moves False Creek Bridges 



Big Moves Vancouver Viaducts 



Big Moves Vancouver Viaducts 







Big Moves Vancouver Viaducts 



Over 350,000 
people used the 

Downtown 
Pedestrian Corridors 

on its busiest days 





There are a lot of really simple ideas 
out there that could strengthen cities, 
but it's remarkable how hard we can 
make simple things. 





“This is the city of action,  
the world headquarters of the verb.” 



LISTEN like you love opinions… 
 
 

PLAN like you love cities… 
 

DESIGN like you love people… 
  

… and always challenge the word “can’t”. 


